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the living of Chelsea. This last appointment was not a royal benefice,
but one originally belonging to the Abbots of Westminster, which Sir
Thomas as Chancellor had the right to bestow by grant from the said
Abbey of Westminster. It was the custom of More to serve his parish
priest's Mass daily, and this holy contact soon ripened into a close and
binding friendship. The judicial murder of the Seneca of Christendom,
as More was regarded, preyed much on the mind of his pastor, but it
was not until nine years had elapsed that the Rev, John Larke was called
upon to shed his blood in the same and most worthy cause. By " words,
writings and acts," he is stated to have maintained the necessity of the
primacy of the successor of St Peter over the universal Church, and so
courageously took the consequences, together with the Blessed Germain^
Gardiner and the Ven. John Ireland, priest. The holy trio suffered at
Tyburn, 7th March, 1544.
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IT is thought that German Gardiner was cousin to the Stephen Gardiner,
the famous Bishop of Winchester, and Chancellor, who suffered so much
under Edward VI for his opposition to the fanaticism of the native and
foreign reformers. The name German or Germaine is sometimes spelt
also " Jermyn." Gardiner studied at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and after
leaving the University is reported to have become secretary to his kins-
man and namesake of Winchester, He first came out in a public char-
acter as the writer of a letter against John Frith, the heresiarch, who in
*533 inveighed against the doctrines of transubstantiation and purgatory,
for which denials he was ultimately (1533) burnt at Smithfield. It is
noteworthy that this young and courageous ex-Etonian polemic was
" the first of the English [Protestant] martyrs who maintained the
doctrine of the Sacrament which was subsequently adopted in the
Book of Common Prayer " (Die. of Nat. Biog., vol. vii, under Frith).
Gardiner's " Letter " concerning " the demeanour and heresy of John
Frith/1 appeared after the fiery death of the latter, and in it our
author severely attacked the dead man for "setting abroad these
heresies which lately sprung up in Almayne [Germany] by the help
of such folk be spread abroad into sundry parts of Christendom tending
to nothing else, but to the division, and rending asunder of Christ's mystical
body, His Church, the pulling down of all power and utter subversion
of all commonwealths." The religious and social effects of the rising re-